
Eye Emergency: See Now
Some eye problems can cost sight in hours. Know them.

P E TS L I K EM I N E

V I S I O N  &  E Y E  H E A LT H

P E T  N A M E K N O W N  E Y E  C O N D I T I O N V E T  P R A C T I C E O U T- O F - H O U R S

Most eye problems are not emergencies, but a handful are, and with the eye, time really is sight. When in doubt, an

eye is always worth a same-day call; these signs mean do not wait.

S E E  A  V E T  ST R A I G H T  A W AY  I F  YO U  N OT I C E

A sudden loss of sight (bumping into things, lost in a familiar room); a very painful eye (held shut, pawing, rubbing,

tears, shying from light); a red, cloudy, bluish or bulging eye, or a suddenly bigger pupil (possible glaucoma, a pressure

emergency); any injury, a chemical or shampoo splash, or something stuck in the eye; an eye knocked out of its socket.

Phone ahead and go.

W H I L E  Y O U  H E A D  I N

Stop them rubbing: a buster collar or cone if you have

one

For a chemical splash, rinse gently with clean water or

saline on the way

Do not put in any old drops or ointment unless your

vet tells you to

Keep them calm; cover a popped-out eye with a clean,

damp cloth, do not push it back

T H E  U P S T R E A M  L I N K  W O R T H  K N O W I N G

Diabetes can bring on cataracts, and high blood pressure from kidney or thyroid disease can detach the retina and cause
sudden blindness, often catchable if spotted early. If your pet has one of these, keep their eyes on the radar.

K E E P  T O  H A N D

Day practice: [phone] . Out-of-hours: [phone] . Nearest eye specialist: [write in] .

Written and reviewed by Dr Alastair Greenway MRCVS and Claire Greenway BVM&S MRCVS. This sheet explains and records. It does not diagnose or prescribe. Always
follow your own vet’s instructions.

How to use. With eyes, when in doubt, ring the same day. The signs above mean go now; sight

saved is often a matter of hours, not days.

WITH EYES, TIME IS SIGHT


