
Laryngeal Paralysis: The
Aspiration Watch
Feeding, water and the lifelong watch (especially after a tie-back)

P E TS L I K EM I N E

B R E A T H I N G  &  A I R W A Y S

D O G  N A M E T I E - B A C K  D AT E  ( I F  D O N E ) V E T  P R A C T I C E O U T- O F - H O U R S

A partly-open or surgically-opened voice box, plus the gullet weakness of GOLPP, lets food, water and saliva slip the

wrong way into the lungs. A few feeding habits cut that risk, and knowing the pneumonia signs catches it early. This

is a lifelong watch, not a one-off.

F E E D I N G  T O  R E D U C E  T H E  R I S K

Raise the bowls to about chest height so food travels

downhill

Small, unhurried meals; do not let them gulp

Soft food rolled into meatball shapes (not dry kibble,

not sloppy)

Careful with water, especially in heat or excitement;

no swimming

Keep things calm around food and drink

S I G N S  O F  A S P I R AT I O N  P N E U M O N I A ,  S E E  A  V E T

A cough during or just after eating or drinking, then a fever, low energy, a poor appetite, fast or laboured breathing, or a

moist, productive cough. Pneumonia needs prompt treatment, do not wait it out.

W A T C H  L O G

DAT E CO U G H  A F T E R  E AT I N G ? E N E R G Y  /  A P P E T I T E B R E AT H I N G N OT E S

Written and reviewed by Dr Alastair Greenway MRCVS and Claire Greenway BVM&S MRCVS. This sheet explains and records. It does not diagnose or prescribe. Always
follow your own vet’s instructions.

How to use. Raised, soft, small meals and a calm mealtime, then watch the breathing and

energy. Bring this log to your rechecks.

RAISED, SOFT, SMALL, AND WATCH THE

BREATHING


